Honourable Vice-President/High-Representative,
 

We are writing to express our utmost concern about the extensive sexual violence against women in Brazil.

 

The recent case of a 16-year-old girl raped by more than 30 men and then being further humiliated by pictures and videos of the crime uploaded to the internet, has once again brought much-needed attention to the problem of violence against women in Brazil.

 

According to the Annual Public Safety Report, there is one woman raped every 11 minutes in Brazil. However, the actual figures are expected to be much higher, as rape remains alarmingly underreported. The Institute for Applied Economic Research estimates that only 10 % of rape victims attempt to report it. Among the major reasons behind it is the on-going victim-blaming attitude prevalent in society, which justifies violence against women and online psychological violence. 

 

The Brazilian authorities must do more to tackle this prevailing and worsening issue to ensure the safety and well-being of women. In the state of Rio alone, where the Olympics will be held in August this year, 4,725 women were raped in 2014, a 26% increase since 2010 according to police statistics.

 

We call on you, High Representative, to raise these concerns with the Brazilian authorities, and to use all means possible to assist Brazil so that concrete actions can be taken. 

 

Furthermore, we emphasise that abuse and violence against women of any kind should be broadly condemned and the perpetrators brought to justice. The Brazilian authorities must face this issue and fight against the culture of rape and violence against women, as it is a serious violation of human rights. 

 

Yours sincerely,
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