
 
 

1 December, 2016  

 

Open letter to EU and EU Member States’ Leaders 

 

We, the undersigned European parliamentarians, call on the EU leaders and EU heads of governments 

and states to urgently and at the highest-level call and work for an emergency special session of the United 

Nations General Assembly, with the aim of appointing a UN Special Prosecutor for the atrocity crimes 

committed during the Syrian conflict.  

Given the humanitarian urgency in Syria, where horrific crimes continue with complete impunity, it is time 

for the EU and its 28 member states to pursue innovative approaches that will help raise the price for 

continued atrocities in Syria. 

Each day we reach an unacceptable new low in Syria, where attacks on civilians, hospitals, schools, rescue 

workers and humanitarian convoys have become the “new normal”. We acknowledge that the EU and its 

member states repeatedly have said that those responsible for these atrocity crimes must be held 

accountable and have called on the UN Security Council to refer the situation in Syria to the International 

Criminal Court. However, in the absence of any progress in the UN Security Council and in response to 

Russia’s repeated vetoes of meaningful action, we firmly believe that the EU and its member states, acting 

upon the Council Conclusions of 17 October 2016,  should now engage with determination and ambition 

to work for the establishment of a UN  Special Prosecutor –an independent investigative mechanism that 

would be established by the UN General Assembly and mandated to investigate atrocity crimes in Syria, 

with a view to prepare cases for future criminal prosecutions without prejudging what court’s would 

eventually hear and prosecute the cases . 

The international community has spent enough time drafting statements calling for accountability, which 

have all gone unheeded. We believe that a UN General Assembly emergency session and the adoption of 

a resolution establishing a UN Special Prosecutor is worth fighting for. This is something concrete that we 

can do for victims in Syria and something that would send a strong message to those who commit war 

crimes today that they will face criminal prosecutions tomorrow.  

As elected parliamentarians, we also commit to using our own leverage and to leave no stone unturned 

in our own pursuit to make this happen. Syria’s victims deserve no less. 

Sincerely, 

ADAKTUSSON Lars 
BENIFEI Brando  
BONI Michal  
BULLMANN Udo 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/10/17-fac-syria-conclusions/


 
CASTALDO Fabio Massimo  
CHARANZOVÁ Dita  
COELHO Carlos  
CORRAO Ignazio 
DALLI Miriam  
DATI Rachida  
DURAND Pascal  
EVANS Jill 
FARIA Jose Inacio  

FOTYGA Anna  
FREUND Eugen  
GABRIEL Mariya 
GAHLER Michael  
GARCÍA-PEREZ Iratxe  
GILL Neena  

GOMES Ana 
GONZALEZ PENAS Tania  
GONZALEZ PONS Esteban  

GRIESBECK Nathalie 
GRIFFIN Theresa  
GUTELAND Jytte 
HEDH Anna  
KALNIETE Sandra  
KARIM Sajjad  
KELAM Tunne  
KHAN Afzal  

KIRTON-DARLING Jude  
KUNEVA Kostadinka  
KYLLÖNEN Merja  
LAMBERT Jean  
LAMBERTS Philippe  
LOCHBIHLER Barbara  
LUNACEK Ulrike  
MARTIN David  
MARTIN Edouard  
MAVRIDES Costas  
MOSCA Alessia Maria 
MÜLLER Ulrike  
NEUSER Norbert  
PAET Urmas  
PAGAZAURTUNDÚA Maite  
POCHE Miroslav  
POST Soraya  
RODRIGUES Liliana  



 
SARGENTINI Judith  
SCHLEIN Elly  

SMITH Alyn  
STAES Bart  
TAKKULA Hannu  
TARABELLA Marc  
TORRES MARTINEZ Estefania  
TRÜPEL Helga  
TURMES Claude  
ULVSKOG Marita  
URTASUN Ernest  
VALENCIANO Elena  
VAUTMANS Hilde 
WARD Julie  
ZALA Boris  
ŽITŇANSKÁ Jana  
ZORRINHO Carlos  


